The Bow Valley SPCA saves cats and dogs,

and also our Environment!

Since conception, the Bow Valley SPCA has integrated green design into their building vision and thanks to the volunteer leadership, management and construction by Robert Mitchell of Mitchell Master Homes, the Adoption Centre successfully adopted technologies, products and practices that ensures healthy indoor air quality, greater energy efficiency, reduced overall global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, reduced water usage, preservation of national resources, reduced animal stress, noise, light and chemical pollution, and improved durability and maintenance.  The fact that it received a grant for reduction in GHG emissions is something the Board is particularly proud of. 
“We have built a home that respects the health and well-being of dogs and cats, but also people and our environment.” says Kelsey Envik, Current Board member, former Chair of Grants for the BVSPCA Board of Directors.  

Green buildings are of higher quality, last longer, and cost less to operate while creating healthier surroundings for the occupants.  By taking advantage of passive heating and cooling systems, the Carla Cumming Sojonky Adoption Centre saves energy in all seasons.  The long-term financial savings are significant, especially for a non-profit where every dollar is fundraised by dedicated volunteers. 
“The Bow Valley SPCA is one of my greatest achievements.  We were able to successfully design and build a building that not only was site specific and complied with Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Green Building Rating System (LEED®) but most importantly, efficient and on budget.  By implementing a building philosophy that included pre-fabrication and a reduction in the layering of materials and labour we created an excellent role model for future SPCA Adoption Centres across the country.” Says Robert Mitchell, of Mitchell Master Homes here in Canmore. 

Ways in which the Carla Cumming Sojonky Adoption Centre complies with Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Green Building Rating System (LEED®) include:

· zero or minimal construction waste

· recyclable and non-toxic materials (i.e. recycled roofing, insulation, framing, millwork and low VOC paints)

· improved indoor air quality (with HVAC system offering distribution of 100% fresh air)

· passive heating and cooling techniques

· natural lighting techniques

· xeriscaping  (conservation of water through creative landscaping)
· site selection that best minimizes impact on natural environment

· and much more… 

The Carla Cumming Sojonky Adoption Centre was rated to be 48.7% more energy efficient than standard electrical code (MNECB) and received a Natural Resources Canada incentive from the Office of Energy Efficiency (OEE).

Building green and embracing the larger concept of green living are so vital to the future of our planet and us. There are synergies created when we apply ourselves to living lighter on the planet. It is not only the dogs and cats of the Bow Valley that benefit from this wonderful facility but a win-win for all living species. 
The Bow Valley SPCA wishes to thank the many volunteers and donors who made this exceptional building possible, especially their friend, Robert Mitchell.

Please consider visiting the Carla Cumming Sojonky Adoption Centre. You just might find your new best friend! 
For more information on our building, pets for adoption and more please visit our website: www.bowvalleyspca.org.
Story Contacts:

Kelsey Envik.  Kelsey has been a board member for 5 years and was responsible for our Capital Campaign Grant portfolio. Kelsey helps non-profit environmental and animal welfare organizations with fund, board and program development.  She has a Masters degree in Environmental Design.  She also works with EnerVision, helping green the building community. Email: envik@shaw.ca, phone: (403) 472-7714.

 

Robert Mitchell, Mitchell Master Homes.  Robert is a national award-winning timber-frame builder.  Robert and his team of talented and well-respected trades people joined the building team in support of the BVSPCA to volunteer their services for the project.  He is a specialist in green building design.

email: timberframe@shaw.ca, phone: (403) 678-1036

National Resources Canada, Office of Energy Efficiency 

www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/buildings
The Model National Energy Code of Canada for Buildings 1997 (MNECB) contains cost-effective minimum requirements for energy efficiency in new buildings. The MNECB applies to all buildings, other than houses of three stories or less, and to additions of more than 10 m2 to such buildings. 

www.nationalcodes.ca/mnecb/index_e.shtml

Reference information  to other “Green” Animal Shelters:

The Nation's First "GREEN" Animal Shelter: Tompkins County SPCA, 1640 Hanshaw Road, Ithaca, New York 14850, Phone: 607-257-1822, Fax: 607-257-5470,  Email: info@spcaonline.com, Website: www.spcaonline.com
The Winnipeg Humane Society’s new shelter, CONTACT: Bill McDonald, Assistant Executive Director, Phone: 204-982-2048, e-mail: billm@humanesociety.mb.ca[image: image1.wmf]
